
Sturgeon Bay Hotel Developer Notifies City of Claim
Claim states Sturgeon Bay officials knew City lacked clear title to land it offered to sell

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                            June 9, 2017
(Sturgeon Bay, WI)   Attorneys representing Robert Papke, developer of the proposed Sawyer 
Hotel in Sturgeon Bay, have provided notice to the City of Sturgeon Bay of a claim resulting 
from actions and omissions of the City related to the development.  Papke is seeking nearly 
$550,000 in damages, plus attorneys’ fees.  Under state law, the city now has 120 days to 
respond.

“The city called me three years ago to build a hotel,” said Papke. “I’ve worked tirelessly since 
then to make it happen. As someone who was born and raised in Sturgeon Bay, I was looking 
forward to doing something positive for economic development efforts in my community. 
However, when you realize there is simply no waterfront property legally available for this 
effort, you reasonably come to the conclusion that the project is over. I’m done. I invested 
enough.”

“It’s unfortunate that Mr. Papke was not given a true picture of the situation three years ago 
when he was first approached by the city,” stated Papke’s attorney, William Plummer of 
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. “He has no real option other than to abandon the current project.”

The notice of claim states that as early as 2013, the City was aware of concerns regarding the 
location of the Ordinary High Water Mark (“OHWM”) on the waterfront land where the Sawyer 
Hotel was to be built. Despite extensive correspondence between City employees, attorneys 
retained by the City, and third parties, the City never disclosed to Papke that there was an issue
with the OHWM, which precluded the City from conveying clear title to the land needed for the 
project.  

The notice of claim states the City had a duty to disclose the information; a duty the City 
breached when it failed to alert Papke about the issue. It also states that the Sawyer Hotel 
project invested hundreds of thousands of dollars into the proposed development without ever
being told the OHWM line issue would prevent the City from conveying the clear title necessary
to close the transaction.


